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BROADCAST BY THE PREMIER, HON. DON DUNSTAN, Q . C . , M . P . , 5 - K . A , 
FRIDAY,.1UTH JULY, 1 9 6 7 , 6 . 5 5 P .M. 
i; 
GOOD EVENING : 
ON TUESDAY OP THIS WEEK I RE-INTRODUCED TO PARLIAMENT | 
A BILL TO ESTABLISH A STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION WHICH 
; M 
rS 
i 
WILL OPERATE A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
EVERY OTHER STATE IN AUSTRALIA, WHETHER GOVERNED BY LIBERAL OR 
i 
•i-
LABOR GOVERNMENTS, HAS A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE. THERE ARE j 
f; 
TWO MAIN REASONS WHY OFFICES WERE STARTED IN THE OTHER STATES AND 
WHY WE WANT TO START ONE HERE. THE FIRST I S THAT THERE ARE SOME 
UNSATISFACTORY FEATURES OF CERTAIN AREAS OF INSURANCE SERVICE TO [ 
THE PEOPLE OF THIS STATE. I T I S TRUE THAT SOME OF THE COMPLAINTS J 
WHICH I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DETAIL TO PARLIAMENT HAVE REFERRED TO A . 
MINORITY OF INSURANCE COMPANIES, BUT SOME OF THE COMPLAINTS AS TO 
THE WAY IN WHICH INSURANCE COMPANIES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA HAVE DEALT 
WITH THEIR POLICY HOLDERS REFER TO A VERY WIDE RANGE INDEED OF 
INSURANCE POLICIES. BY COMPETITION WE CAN ENFORCE THE GIVING OF 
PAGE'2 . 
SATISFACTORY SERVICE. I T HAS ALSO BEEN SHOWN IN OTHER STATES 
THAT PREMIUMS CAN BE KEPT LOW BY THE OPERATION OF A GOVERNMENT 
INSURANCE OFFICE. SOME INSURANCE COMPANIES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
HAVE GOT TOGETHER A CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT COMPETITION BY A GOVERNMENT 
INSURANCE OFFICE FOR THESE TV/O PURPOSES. THEY SAY, FIRST OF ALL, 
THAT BUSINESS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA I S ALREADY VERY COMPETITIVE AND 
THEREFORE THERE I S NO NEED FOR A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE. I F 
BUSINESS I S COMPETITIVE, THEN WHAT I S I T THAT THEY FEAR BY MORE 
COMPETITION? SURELY THEY ARE ABLE TO MEET COMPETITION. I T I S 
THEIR BOAST THAT THEY ARE ALREADY1 DOING I T . SECONDLY, THE 
INSURANCE COMPANIES SHOW A TOUCHING REGARD FOR THE FINANCES OF THIS 
STATE BY SAYING THAT THE COST OF ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INSURANCE 
OFFICE WILL BE A BURDEN TO TAXPAYERS. THIS I S THE SAME SORT OF 
OBJECTION WHICH WAS RAISED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF OTHER GOVERNMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, FROM THE HOUSING TRUST AND THE 
ELECTRICITY TRUST TO THE LOTTERIES COMMISSION. THE OPPONENTS OF 
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THE LOTTERIES COMMISSION ON THE OPPOSITION BENCHES SAID THAT I T 
WOULD BE EXPENSIVE TO ESTABLISH AND UNPROFITABLE TO RUN. NOT ONLY 
HAS THE ESTABLISHMENT OP THE COMMISSION BEEN NO BURDEN UPON THE 
FINANCES OF THE STATE, BUT ALREADY VALUABLE AMOUNTS ARE FLOWING TO 
THE SUPPORT OF SOCIAL SERVICES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA FROM THE RETURNS 
FROM THE LOTTERIES COMMISSION 
AS THE GOVERNMENT ALREADY CARRIES IN THE TREASURY 
INSURANCE FOR GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA, WE ARE ABLE 
IMMEDIATELY TO PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE OF BUSINESS, WITHOUT ANTICIPATED 
HIGH PAYOUTS IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, TO A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE 
OFFICE WHICH COULD IMMEDIATELY PROVIDE THE BASIS OF SOUND BUSINESS 
FOR THEM WITHOUT ANY ESTABLISHMENT COSTS TO THE STATE BEARING UPON 
OUR REVENUE BUDGET. BUT, THERE I S A GOOD AND THIRD REASON FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE. SUCH AN 
i 
OFFICE GENERATES A CONSIDERABLE FUND FOR INVESTMENT IN THE PUBLIC 
SECTOR OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY. ONE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT 
i 
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THAT WHILE OPPOSITION MEMBERS ARE SO DECRYING THE LACK OF AVAILABLE 
INVESTMENT MONEY IN THE GOVERNMENT AREA THAT THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN 
KEEN TO SEE THAT A FUND SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH I S PROVIDED FROM MANY 
MILLIONS FOR SEMI-GOVERNMENTAL INVESTMENT IN OTHER STATES OF 
AUSTRALIA SHOULD BE AVAILABLE HERE. BUT NO. THEY STICK TO 
THEIR DOCTRINAIRE VIEW THAT THE COMMUNITY I S NOT ENTITLED TO ENTER 
INTO COMPETITION WITH THOSE WHO HAVE VESTED INTERESTS IN AN AREA 
IN WHICH THERE ARE CONSTANT PUBLIC COMPLAINTS CONCERNING SERVICE 
RECEIVED. 
I AM QUITE HAPPY FOR THE PUBLIC TO JUDGE THE RIGHTS OF 
THIS MEASURE. THEY VOTED FOR I T AT THE LAST ELECTIONS AND THE 
PUBLIC OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA I S ENTITLED TO THE SAME SERVICES AND 
ADVANTAGES OF A GOVERNMENT INSURANCE OFFICE AS ARE AVAILABLE TO 
CITIZENS EVERWVHERE ELSE IN AUSTRALIA. 
GOODNIGHT. 
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